You aced the first storm! 


The test came late but you met it head on 
and passed with flying colors! 

I want to personally thank all NJDOTers 
for the tremendous response to the first 
major storm of the season on February.3 - 
5. After last year’s demoralizing winter 
blows, the eyes of New Jersey were on us 
as leery motorists wondered if the winter of 
1994-95 would bring the same problems. 

By every measure, we passed the challenge. 

I attribute our success to a variety of 
factors including the excellent cooperation 
in the inter- and intra-Department planning 
activities conducted by Deputy Commis- 
sioner Sharon Landers and also the 
professional dedication of the Department’ s 
snow veterans and “rookies” alike. 

For example, our new earlier call-out 
policy paid big dividends as snowfall in 
southern New Jersey started in mid- 
evening, a few hours ahead of the predicted 
start time. The early salting helped prevent 
icing. Our equipment was never in better 
shape and expert repairs made during the 
storm kept the entire fleet in operation. 

I know many of you put in long hours 
and the job for many of you continued 
through Saturday night into Sunday after- 
noon as dropping temperatures caused wet 
roads to freeze and we salted extensively. 

The Trenton snow room, staffed by 
representatives from the State Police, the 
Turnpike, Parkway, Atlantic City Express- 
way and NJ Transit and NJDOTers from all 
four regions, functioned precisely as we 
envisioned as the nerve center for our 
snow operations. 

If our performance is to be gauged by the 
number of complaints received and the 
newspaper and radio reporting, the reac- 
tions were uniformly positive. Calls from 
residents were few and an editorial 
appearing in the New Brunswick Home 
News on February 8 gives us an indication 
of the job we did: “Let’s give the road 
crews credit for an excellent job of snow 
and ice removal last weekend... They were 
out there promptly and they had the main 
roads cleared quickly.” 

And, we learned from this experience. 
For example, Assistant Commissioner for 
Design and Right of Way Ken Afferton 
personally observed snow removal on a 
segment of roadway that has been cited for 
poor Maintenance design — and has taken 
the experience back to the drawing boards! 

Again, Governor Whitman and I thank 
you for a job very well done. I am confi- 
dent that you will maintain the excellent 
high standards that you set in the first snow 
storm of ’95. 

—Commissioner Frank J. Wilson 
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NJDOT forces clear the snow 


The first major snowstorm of the 
winter season came late, but in force, as 
most of New Jersey was buried under a 
foot or more of snow the weekend of 
February 3. 

For example, four to eight inches of 
snow were forecast for the Mercer 
County area — and 16 inches came 
instead, according to the Weather 
Channel. Only the shore areas were 
spared. 


First-time plow driver Ray Griffis of 
Electrical Engineering, assigned to Crew 
321, said he felt like ‘‘Jackie Gleason at the 
wheel of his bus.” 


“After last year’s repeated storms, the 
Governor and Commissioner Wilson 
wanted us more than ready, a “zero risk’ 
situation,” said Rich Balgowan, Region 4 
Maintenance Engineer and NJDOT’s 
Snow Coordinator. 

Tons of salt were purchased and stored 
in the domars, volunteer plow drivers 
were trained, contractors hired, tech- 
niques reviewed and honed. 

NJDOT crews worked non-stop from 
late Friday to Sunday afternoon, plowing 
snow and then later, salting throughout 
Saturday night and into Sunday to 
prevent icing as wet roads froze follow- 
ing an Arctic blast that sent temperatures 
plunging to single digits. 

The storm cost NJDOT an estimated 
$3.4 million and 14,000 tons of salt. 

“T think overall this was the type of 
storm where we could have had a 
substantial number of complaints and a 
large number of people inconvenienced, 
but the timing of the storm played into 
our favor,” said Bill Evanko, Snow Room 


Commissioner Frank J. Wilson 


Mark Abbott of Maintenance Engineering 
checks the plow on his truck before 
attacking the drifts. The Crew 321 veteran 
has been plowing for several years. 


Shift Manager, who was on duty during 
the day Saturday. 

“The storm came in late Friday, 
continued into Saturday morning and that 
gave us enough time to open up the roads 
by later in the day. The crews did a great 
job and we received only a minimal 
number of complaints,” he said. 

The Emergency Control Center in 
Trenton was staffed by NJDOT represen- 
tatives from each of the four regions, 
along with personnel from NJ Transit, the 
New Jersey Turnpike, Garden State 
Parkway, Atlantic City Expressway and 
State Police. All NJDOT maintenance 
crews were called out, along with private 
contractors and volunteers. 


Plows stand ready during shift change at 
the Washington Township Yard where 
Crews 321, 317 and 359 worked through the 
night clearing Region III roads of snow. 
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Black History was commemorated 
during three lunchtime events in the 
Headquarters multi-purpose room. The 
eighth-annual celebration got under- 
way on February | with an inspira- 
tional talk by the Honorable Arthur A. 
Fletcher, Commissioner of the US 
Commission on Civil Rights, a former 
assistant Secretary of Labor and 
delegate to the United Nations. His 
topic was Affirmative Action: Past, 
Present and Future. 

Brian Scantlebury, Assistant 
Commissioner for Finance and 
Administration, welcomed the 
attendees. 

Dr. Fletcher was introduced by Gail 
Charles, Director of Civil Rights/ 
Affirmative Action (DCR/AA). 

The second event on February 8 Me 
featured Commissioner Frank J. 


At the second event, Commissioner Frank J. Wilson speaks to an overflow crowd of 


employees gathered to observe Black History Month. 


Wilson. Employees who crowded into 
the multi-purpose room for the event 
also heard a vocal selection by 
Doreleena Sammons-Posey and talks by 
Assistant Commissioner Brian Scantle- 


bury and the Reverend Willie Smith, an 


editor at the Trenton Times. Closing 
remarks were made by Anthony Davis 
of the Black History Committee. 

The final event of Black History 
month was held on February 22 in the 
NJDOT cafeteria. Its theme was Afro- 
Americans—Preserving with Pride. The 


Doreleena Sammons-Posey entertains with : 
guest speakers included Assemblyman 


a song. 
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Gail Charles, Director of Civil Rights/Affirmative Action (right), presents a check for $85 to 
Susan Kutliroff, Director of Rainbow House, as Alan Cooper of the Multi-cultural 
Committee looks on. The donation was part of the committee’s community outreach 
program. Rainbow House is a long-term care residence in Trenton for adolescents and teen 
mothers with infants who are HIV positive or who have AIDS. 


Thomas Smith, Trenton Mayor Douglas 
Palmer, Trenton State College Professor 
Stephen Chukumba, Ph.D and Deputy 
Commissioner Sharon Landers. 

The program also featured asong _ 
from Shirley Bridgewater accompanied 
by Frank Bridgewater as well as a 
reading by poet Kevin Davis. 

Following the event, guests enjoyed 
refreshments prepared by the Black 
History Committee. 

Vicki T. Ansley of DCR/AA, was 
NJDOT Chairperson for the Black 
History Month observance. 
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Births 


Don Matlack, Principal Engineer, 
Materials and his wife, Linda, are the 
proud parents of a 7lb. 12 oz. baby girl, 
Sonya Alice, born on January 20. 


Obituary 


Alex Woody, 84, died on September 14. 
He retired as a truck driver in 1972 after 
20 years of service. He is survived by his 
wife, Myrtle, a son and a daughter. 


You can 


Sung H. Park traveled back to Korea in 
November, a 16-hour air journey that took 
him back half a lifetime to the land of his 
birth and the city of his youth. He found it 
hard to recognize the country, so much 


had changed. 

Park, Manager 
of the Bureau of 
Structural Design, 
made the trip at 
| the request of the 
Mayor of Seoul, 
South Korea’s 
capital. He had 
1 been recom- 
mended by a 
| mutual friend as 
someone who 
could investigate a 
recent bridge collapse, a tragedy that 
claimed 32 lives. 

Seoul is a sprawling city of 12 million 
inhabitants that is larger than New York 
City, divided by the Han River. The old 
city lies north of the river, housing many 
government buildings. The new city, a 
fast-growing commercial center, lies to the 
south. A number of bridges and tunnels 
connect the two. It was one of these 
bridges that failed. 

“T found that poor welding was the 
cause of the bridge collapse,” he said. 
“Once the bridges were erected, there 


_ Park 


BRIEFS 


Recent retirees 


Ronald Peterman, Light Equipment 
Operator, Construction & Maintenance, 
33 years; Edwin Carle, Construction & 
Maintenance Tech I, 32 years; Mary 
Kondash, Administrative Assistant II, 
Right of Way, 31 years; Thomas Beiser, 
Mechanic Helper, 26 years; Charles 
Tucker, Construction & Maintenance 
Tech I, 18 years; Elsie “Betty” Miller, 
Sr. Data Entry, 13 years. 


were no followup inspections. In 1968, 
the failure of a bridge over the Ohio River 
woke up the U.S. to this dangerous 
oversight. We, too, neglected to inspect 
and maintain bridges before that.” 

During his six-week stay in Korea, Park 
inspected more than a dozen bridges and 
although many had problems, none were 
in immediate danger. He recommended 
that an inspection program be put in place 
to prevent future tragedies. 

“The country is changing...growing too 
fast. Everyone looking forward, never 
looking back,” he said. “The culture...the 
values are fading.” 

Born in South Korea, Park spent his 
youth in Seoul. “The war years were 
hard, we worried about what we were 
going to eat the next day,” he said. 
“Every family was scarred by the war, we 
all lost some friend or relative.” 

Park graduated from the National 
University in Seoul and came to the U.S. 
in 1962. Here he continued his studies at 
Northeastern and later received his 
masters degree from the University of 
Connecticut. He then worked for several 
consulting companies before coming to 
NJDOT in 1972 as a senior engineer. 


“Most of my family is in the states now, 


so there wasn’t any visiting,” he said. “I 
worked both day and night...even on 
Christmas Day the Mayor and I were 


Women's History 
observance planned 


Two noon events are being planned in 
observance of Women's History Month. 

This year's events will also celebrate the 
75th anniversary of women winning the 
right to vote. 

The programs are being coordinated by 
Sharon Waters of the Division of Civil 
Rights/Affirmative Action and will take 
place in the multi-purpose room. 

A brown-bag luncheon with Deputy 
Commissioner Sharon Landers is set for 
March 22. 

On March 26, another program will 
feature several panelists including Linda 
Anselmini, Commissioner of Personnel, 
Shirley DeLibero, Executive Director of 
NJ TRANSIT and former Commissioner 
of Transportation Hazel Frank Gluck. 
Their topic will be Women in Transporta- 
tion, Past, Present and Future. 

The events are being planned by the 
NJDOT Woman’s History committee 
which includes: Gail Charles, Sharon 
Waters, Angharad Jones, Fay Wood, 
Nancy Lopez, Gretchen BouJai and 
Debbie Wilson. 


o home again: | Park returns to Korea 


out inspecting.” 

Park is glad to be back at his home in 
Lawrenceville which he shares with his 
wife, Ann. They have two sons, one in 
law school and the other at West Point. 


The failed Han River Bridge can be 
rehabilitated, according to NJDOT's bridge 
expert Sung Park. 


Members of the Bureau of Environ- 
mental Analysis (BEA) sat glued to their 
TV sets on the evening of January 26 as 
the New Jersey Network (NJN) aired the 
premiere showing of The Turtle Stone. 

The hour-long special is a made-for- 
TV story about a student field trip to the 
Abbott Farm near Trenton, the site of an 
NJDOT archeological project related to 
work on I-195/295 construction. The 
production received funding and staff — 
support from the Federal Highway 
Administration and NJDOT and was — 
developed as part of the cultural mitiga 
tion program for the Trenton Comple 

The Abbott Farm, a National Histori 


Landmark, is rich in artifacts left by the — 


Lenape Indians who once occupied the 


region. The site has been of archaeologi- _ 


cal interest since Dr. Abbott began 
unearthing Indian i foes the late 
nineteenth century. . 

The TV story evolve: pound a 
present-day motorist who is transported 
back in time to learn about his Indian _ 
heritage. It is directed at junior high 
students and will be aired againon _ 
Saturday, March 18 at 3 and 7 pm and 
again on Tuesday, March 21 at noon 

Miriam Crum of BEA coordinated th 
project with NIN. NJDOT managem 
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After hours: Rich Melini aaa Jersey hoopsters 


Another of the Department’s basketball 
afficionados, Rich Melini of the Commu- 
nications Office, spends many hours 
officiating basketball games in South 
Jersey. 

A referee for the Cumberland-Cape 
May Board 196 of the International 
Association of Approved Basketball 
Officials, Rich officiates high school 
varsity boys and girls basketball games in 
Gloucester, Cape May, Atlantic, 
Cumberland and Salem counties. He is 
also a certified basketball official through 


the New sera. State Inter-Scholastic 
| Athletic Associa- 
tion. 

“T’ve been 
officiating 
basketball games 
for 21 years now,” 
says Rich. “I do it 
for the love of the 
game and being 
involved with the 
kids.” 

Officiating high 


school games not only involves the time 
spent at each school, but the time just 
getting there. “Tonight, for instance,” 
Rich said in the interview, “I’m officiating 
a game between Pennsville and West 
Deptford high schools. It involves 
driving an hour and a half to the game 
right from work and then another hour to 
get home after the game.” 

Rich, however, has no regrets. “It’s 
well worth it,” he says. “Officiating is a 
great way to stay close to the game of 
basketball.” 


Melini 
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